observers (see Albīrunī 1910 Albīrunī , 1963 Dubois 1897, 50) . It is therefore important to pursue this point. In classical literature, the untouchables are included within the varṇa system by dividing the śūdras into nonexcluded (anirvasita) and excluded (niravasita) śūdras (see Patañjali on Pāṇini 2.4.10). This inclusion of the untouchables within the Hindu fold, however, is not limited to classical Hinduism. The evidence one finds from medieval times on the point is also interesting. While Albīrunī seems to place the untouchables outside the varṇa system, the famous commentary on the Yājñavalkya-smṛti, called the Mitākṣarā (c. twelfth century) seems to include them, while commenting on Yājñavalkya-smṛti I.86. Julius Lipner notes:
The Mītākṣarā (eleventh-twelfth century), the most authoritative and well-known commentary on the Yājñavalkya-smṛti, recommends, but does not enforce, suttee for all wives, including the caṇḍāla (one of the lowest castes: 'ā caṇḍālam' says the text)… (Lipner 2010: 255) .
The historical evidence from this period is even more sensational. During the long period of Muslim rule over India (real or nominal) from c. 1200 onwards until 1858, Hindu rule was established for only four months in 1320, and that too by an untouchable who had converted to Islam but who then reverted to Hinduism (Ahmad 1964: 95-97) . His name is given as Khusrau Khān and he "was a low caste parwārī from Gujarat, a community known as mahār, or by the more reviling appellation dhed, generally considered by the Hindus as the very lowest caste except the māng, and regarded as extremely filthy by Caste Hindus" (95) (96) . This is an unlikely development if we assume that the untouchables lay outside the Hindu fold. Indeed, Aziz Ahmad notes that "Brahmins consecrated the rites of the low-caste Parwārīs, a quite unorthodox manifestation of Hindu political solidarity" (96). Untouchables are considered Hindus during the modern period even more explicitly. In fact, according to the order promulgated by the President of India in 1950, known as the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, "no person who professes a religion different from Hinduism shall be deemed to be a member of the Scheduled Caste". Moreover, this provision follows the Government of India (Scheduled Castes) Order of 1936 in doing so (see Smith 1963: 117) .
